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City of Rolla – Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Meeting Minutes – November 18, 2025
5:00 p.m.

In Attendance: Ken Kwantes, Aimee Campbell, Tina Balch, Jeremy Jamison (via Telephone),   Bradley Clay, Jacob Rohter (Via Teams) Darin Pryor, Tom Coots, Doug James (Via Teams), Angela   Keehn

Meeting called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Chairman, Ken Kwantes.

Minutes from October 1, 2024, April 8, 2025, and May 5, 2025, were distributed and reviewed, there was one amendment needed to replace MST with S&T after Bradley Clay’s name in the minutes from the October 1, 2024, meeting minutes.  A motion was made by Clay and seconded by Campbell to approve the minutes from all three meetings with the one amendment made by Clay.  All ayes, zero nays. Motion passed.

The next order of business was about bike racks.  Darin Pryor stated at a recent City Council meeting a citizen voiced concern about insufficient bike racks in the downtown area.  Pryor and Balch were asked to speak to the committee and get their input and thoughts.  The committee all agreed it would be beneficial to create a map of the existing bike rack locations and assess the utilization of those racks.  Once these tasks are completed the topic will be put on a future agenda for further committee review.

Big BAM was discussed next, Campbell stated it is scheduled for September 8, 2026, and Rolla will be an overnight stop during the Route 66 Centennial Ride.   Campbell stated the Chamber paid a five-thousand-dollar sponsorship fee which includes a large amount of advertising including promotion of the event internationally.  Pryor asked how many riders are expected, Campbell reported approximately 200-300.  Last year's event attracted about 100 people and in years past when Rolla was a water stop there were about 200 riders and this event is expected to be even bigger than those.

Jeremy Jamison asked if there is a proposed location for the people staying overnight, Campbell stated those details are still being figured out.  She will be attending the next Park Board meeting and will be seeking the Park’s Advisory Board’s approval to possibly use Ber Juan Sports Complex to “house” some of the riders.  There is water, electricity, and some shelter, and they’ve used it in the past for those riders who choose to camp.  There will also be a welcome event of some sort which is still in the planning stages.  The chamber has hosted dinner in years past or they’ve shuttled guests to local downtown restaurants and back to the park.  Campbell stated The Chamber is seeking the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee’s support using City Parks.  Campbell stated there was some concern about the use of Park’s facilities due to a previous ordinance that has since been modified.  Campbell asked if the modification was going to help them or not, to which Tina Balch stated since this is a sponsored event it shouldn’t be an issue.  A motion was made by Tina Balch to support the Big BAM and the use of Ber Juan Park.  All ayes, zero nays. Motion Passed

Kids Safety Day Review was the next topic on the agenda.  Jeremy Jamison began the discussion, he stated he thought it was a well-attended event, they gave away a lot of helmets, and he loved where the booth was located.  Tina Balch also worked at the booth and thought it was a great event and hopes we do it again.  She also stated the lights from the Chamber and the spring bells were a big hit.  Ken Kwantes was there later in the day and there were only a few bells left and all the lights were gone.  There were only a few of the helmets left, they were especially low on the smaller sizes.  Next year it may be better to focus on the bells and lights.  Clay stated that if Ron’s group had not been there, they would have run out of helmets by noon. We purchased a hundred helmets of various sizes: infants, small, medium, large, and extra-large. There needs to be a larger quantity of small, medium, and large helmets ordered for next year.  Less of the extra-large helmets and the infant size were about right.  It was busy the entire day.  

Darin requested any photos from Kids Safety Day or any other events that the committee is involved in.                                                                                                                                                                                               

Under other discussion Darin Pryor informed the committee that after many years of service Dennis Noel resigned from his position on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee.  He felt he could not give the committee the time he believes it deserves.  Chairman Kwantes accepted his resignation and stated he would like to send him some sort of recognition for his many years of service.  Pryor said he would find out when the committee began since Dennis has been a part of it from its inception.  Pryor added there has been discussion with staff to update the code to state “a committee of up to 8 members” instead of what it is now “a committee of 8 members” which would make it easier to reach a quorum.

Tina Balch added she recently has been contacted by two people who would like to be a part of the committee.  Balch stated she has waited to reach back out to them because she wanted to have solid information on the procedure to become a member of the committee.  Pryor stated potential candidates are appointed by the mayor, she should reach out to them and get a little background and contact information, forward that to the mayor and he will contact them personally.

Another topic that was discussed was from City Council member, Tina Balch, about a new safety ordinance that Chief Fagan had brought to Council for a final reading at the October 20th meeting.  The ordinance is for pedestrian safety which restricts standing in medians or crosswalks for more than two light cycles.  Council debated whether BPAC had to weigh in on the subject before going forward with the final reading since it is related to pedestrian safety. After consulting with the City Attorney about whether there was a violation of the ordinance, he determined there was not.  Ultimately Council took a vote to see if BPAC would review the ordinance and it did not pass and the ordinance passed due to safety urgency without BPAC review.

Aimee Campbell added that the Heroes Marathon event had about 750 participants this year, and the NICA race was very successful again this year and they really like using Lion’s Club Park.  Both events are very good for the community, and it sounded like both are coming back again next year.

The next meeting was planned for February.  Date to be determined.

Chairman Kwantes adjourned the meeting at 5:45 p.m.
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